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Juha in Arabic and Turkish Literature
A Comparative Literary Study

Arap ve Tiirk Edebiyati Arasinda (Nasreddin Hoca) Cuha
Karsilagtirmali Bir Edebi Calisma
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Abstract

Varied repositories of international literature attend to Juha’s anecdotes as an aspect of collective memory and as national
symbols appropriated by their cultures. The reality-mocking humorous situations and philosophical distinctiveness of the
anecdotes permeated the fabric of popular culture. The stories were also incorporated into varied rhetorical forms such
as novels, children’s fiction, cartoons, proverbs, and folk tales. This study accords due recognition to the importance
and stability of this figure in the popular culture of Arabs and Turks, adopting Juha as a subject for study, analysis, and
comparison in Arabic and Turkish literature. It comparatively investigates the literary figure of Juha in Arabic literature
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as a central character of the Arab and Turkish cultures. From the comparative perspective, this literary study
encompasses Juha’s presence as an effective and influential character in the Arab and Turkish works of
literature. It probes the circulation of anecdotes related to Juha in the literary, cultural, and social contexts
of Arabs and Turks, and examines the growing employment of Juha tales in multiple literary genres. Despite
the historical precedence of the Arab Juha, Nasr al-Din Khoja al-Turki’s features distinguished him from the
Arab Juha in aspects including the themes of anecdotes, the places of their occurrence, the personalities who
contributed to the event, and the formulation and presentation of the overall vision. The paper is arranged
in three sections. Initially, it introduces the characters of Juha Al-Arabi and Nasr Al-Din Khoja Al-Turki and
references Arab and Turkish sources to outline their histories. Second, it delves into the structure of anecdotes:
the characters, their natures, the roles they discharge in the narrative exposition, and how they interact with
events as protagonists producing linguistic signs and ideas. The paradox is familiar. This section of the paper
also focuses on the locational structure of the anecdotes, the aesthetics of the place, and how it functions to
advance events. The element of time is also analyzed, demonstrating the temporal aspects of the development
of events and the representation of the historical stages at which the anecdotes occurred. The third section
presents the similarities and differences between the Arab and Turkish anecdotes and the ways in which the
accounts are represented in Arabic and Turkish literature. Finally, the paper concludes by iterating the study’s
most significant results.

Keywords
comparative literature, Juha, Nasreddin Khoja, Arabic literature, Turkish literature

Oz

Cuha’nin anekdotlar (fikralari) birgok diinya edebiyatinda halklarin ortak hafizasinin bir pargasi olarak yer
almistir. Her milletin fikralari, kendi kiiltiir ve edebiyatinin semboli olarak kabul edilir. Cuha fikralari; roman,
¢ocuk hikayesi, ¢izgi film, atasozi, halk hikayesi gibi farkli sdylem bigimlerinde kullaniimasinin yani sira felsefi
ozelligi ve vakiayla alay eden gildiriici tarziyla farkh halk kdlttrlerinin 6zel dokularina girmeyi basarmistir.
Araplarin ve Turklerin populer kultirindeki karakteristik 6nemi nedeniyle arastirma, Arap Cuha ve Tirk
edebiyatinda Nasreddin Hoca’yi inceleme, tahlil ve karsilastirma konusu olarak ele almistir. Aragtirma, Cuha’nin
Arap edebiyatindaki kisiligini karsilastirmali bir edebi ¢alisma olarak incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. O, Arap ve
Turk kaltirlerinde sosyal, politik ve kiltlrel gergekligi elestiren gilling bir anlati bigiminde bliylylp gelisebilen
onemli bir sahsiyettir. Arastirma, Arap Cuha ve Tirk Nasreddin Hoca’nin edebi kisiligini karsilastirmali bir
perspektiften ele alirken birgok ortak paydayi dikkate almistir. Bu da onun kisiliginin Arap ve Tirk edebiyati
arasinda etkili bir sekilde varligini strdtrmesini, fikralarinin Araplarin ve Tirklerin edebi, kiiltirel ve sosyal
baglamlarinda dolasimini ve hikayelerinin birden ¢ok edebi tiirde artan kullanimini igermektedir. Araplarin
Cuha’si tarihsel olarak ortaya g¢ikisindaki 6nceligine ragmen Tirklerin Nasreddin hocasi, kendisi hakkinda olay
iretilmesine, vizyon olusturulmasina ve bunlarin sunumuna katkida bulunan bir sahsiyete sahip olmasinin yani
sira hikayelerinin temalari ve gectigi yerler dahil olmak tzere kendisini Arap Cuha’dan ayiran bazi 6zelliklere
sahip olmustur.

Arastirma lg bolimden olusmaktadir.

I. Arap Cuha ile Turk Nasreddin Hoca’sinin sahsiyetlerinin(karakterlerinin) tanitilmasi ve Arap ve Turk
kaynaklarindaki tarihf yerleri.

1. Karakterler agisindan fikralarin yapisi, dogalari ve hikdyeyi dokumadaki rolleri ve dilsel isaretler ve ironik
fikirlerin Uretimini Ustlenen ana karakter olarak hocanin olaylarla etkilesim bigimi. Bununla birlikte, mekanin
yapisi, estetigi ve olaylarin bilyiimesindeki roli ile zamanin analiz edilmesi. Olaylarin blyimesinde ve fikralarin
meydana geldigi tarihsel asamalarin temsilindeki rollintin gosterilmesi.

IIl. Arap ve Turk fikralarinin arasindaki benzerlikler ve farkliliklar, Arap ile Tirk edebiyatindaki temsil veya
sunum sekillerinin ele alinmasi ve son olarak galismanin 6nemli ¢ikarimlarla sonuglanmasi.

Anahtar Kelimeler
Karsilagtirmali Edebiyat, Cuha, Nasreddin Hoca, Arap Edebiyat, Turk Edebiyat

Extended Summary

The Juha prototype has infiltrated the collective memory of discrete national cultures
and peoples. The phenomenon permeates the very fabric of societies that celebrate this
archetype and has sustained its bare simplicity as an international sign of its uniqueness.
The ingrained exemplar has undergone significant changes through decades of the oral
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circulation of the anecdotes. Juha’s character interacts in distinct and unfamiliar manners
with daily realities, revealing satirical episodes that display his positions on politics and
society. His anecdotes, sayings, and actions depart from the extant societal rules and
confront them sarcastically. All forms of his community and kin keenly express their
appreciation of this popular culture hero, revisiting his anecdotes through multiple
rhetorical forms such as stories, jokes, proverbs, and children’s stories.

This paper encompasses three sections. The first part identifies the characters Juha al-
Arabi and Nasreddin Khoja al-Turki and recounts their histories by referencing Arab and
Turkish sources. The second segment delves into the structure of stories, discussing the
characters, their natures, and their functions in the exposition of the story. This section
outlines the ways in which they interact with events as protagonists producing linguistic
signs and generating paradoxical ideas of the familiar. It also examines the spatial structure
of the settings, their aesthetics, and the roles they discharge in the development of the
described events. Further, this section analyzes the chronological aspect, demonstrating
how time functions to advance events and represent the historical ages in which the
anecdotes occurred. The third part comprises the comparative investigation of the
similarities and differences between the Arab and Turkish anecdotes and their distinct
representations in Arabic and Turkish literature. The paper concludes with an overview
of the most significant outcomes of the study.

The study generally takes the descriptive approach and applies the principles
established by the American school of comparative literature. It is grounded in seeking
similar relationships between different geographies of literature and adopts the marriage
of the artistic and the literary as a special approach. The American school expanded
the field of comparison and liberated comparative literary studies from the confines
of national frameworks and issues of influence and vulnerability. Rather, it scrutinizes
literary traditions from the perspective of cultural exchange without the expression of
preference for one literature over another except to the extent of the production of new
images, patterns, and symbols. The American school of comparative literary study is
founded on multiple pillars and incorporates the need to comprehensively study literary
phenomena without taking political and linguistic barriers into account. This theoretical
perspective relates to the study of history and literary works through an international
lens; it allows the critical analyses of different bodies of literature without considering
influence and vulnerability vis-a-vis the literary works of different nations and peoples as
well as their arts, philosophies, histories, and social sciences.

The most important findings of this study include the following:

- The oral or written reports illustrate the similarities in the physical image of the
two characters, Juha and Nasr al-Din Khoja. His most significant formal distinguishing
characteristics comprise a turban, robes, a long beard, and medium stature. Juha is
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portrayed in most stories as accompanied by a donkey. This depiction incorporates
paradoxes related to connotations of science and wisdom represented at the time by the
turban in the relevant civilizations and the simplicity of rural life evoked by the donkey
in the heartlands of Anatolia.

- The personality depicted by Juha the Arab and Nasr al-Din Houja al-Turki is complex
and his attributes are unusual. Arab popular culture apprehends this character as a foolish
man who exists outside the framework of social assignments. Therefore, he claims the
right to say what he wants to whosoever he wants and can directly express his thoughts.

- Juha’s ambiguous and contradictory qualities and reactions distinguish him as the
protagonist of anecdotes. His indeterminacy makes readers and audiences continuously
search for definitive answers, entering a state of temptation to hunt down secrets that
remain obscure and uncover the blockages.

- The wit displayed in the anecdotes and the ability of the two characters to influence
audiences and readers stems from the genius of the Arab and Turkish peoples and their
skilled expressions of the hopes and pains of people along with their need to laugh in the
darkest of times.

- The Turkish Juha archetype influenced the Arab model, resulting in the similarities in
the stories as well as in the two characters and their narrative functions in most anecdotes.

Nasr al-Din Khoja distinguished himself from the Arab Juha in some respects. Some
of the Turkish characters did not appear in the Arabic tales attributed to Juha. They
included soldiers, judges, the administrator, the governor, the financial official, the
teacher, students, and some of the masters of crafts disseminated during the Ottoman
era. The omissions also encompassed the means of new Anatolian life in the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries AD and were probably imposed by the absence of these aspects in the
realities confronted by the Arab Juha.

The character of Juha has been described in varied literary genres of Arabic literature.
He appears in plays enacted in theaters and in oral or inscribed stories. Turkish literature
has similarly invested the character of Nasreddin Hoxha in children’s literature, school
books, novels, children’s programs, and short stories. These diffusions reference the
position achieved by these two characters in the Arab imagination.
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