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The Importance of Text Criticism and Analysis: The Adventure of a Narrative Turning from
Clog into Mule

Abstract: Each narration or text, as it informs about an event, situation or person in history,
has a history that sheds light on both its formation and how it arrived to us. The illumination
of this history is at least as important as the content analysis of the information. For this rea-
son, it is necessary both to examine whether the source in which the information is given has
survived to the present day as it was created by the author without being exposed to any
external intervention, and to analyze the narration in terms of reliability and indication wit-
hin the integrity of the isnad-text. In that case, when the word “text criticism” is mentioned,
an understanding of a specific criticism should come to mind, which includes both critical
edition (scholarly editing) of the first source and the critique of the narration by making so-
und research in terms of isnad and literary criticism (naqd al-isnad wa-l-matn). Due to rea-
sons such as the inability to follow a standard method, the limited number of the copies
and/or the distance of the copies from the author in terms of history and commercial con-
cerns, many classical works published with relative verification contain such errors require
a re-examination. One of these works is Ibn Hibban’s (d. 354/965) book al-Majrihin. In his
work al-Majriihin, Ibn Hibban divided the narrators into two groups according to their relia-
bility and collected the ones that he determined as weak according to his opinion. In this work,
he placed Abii Hanifa (d. 150/767) at the top of the list. First, he denounced Abu Hanifa with
the following expressions: Sahib al-ra’y, child of slaves, bicker, hypocrite, had little knowledge
of hadith, a Murji’1 propagandist, a narrator who was blamed by imams. Then he tried to jus-
tify these claims by about thirty narrations from various salaf scholars. These narratives are
completely different from the largely intellecutal discussions and criticisms of scholars such
as al-Awza'i (d. 157/774), Ibn Abi Layla (d. 148/765) and Ibn Abi Shayba (d. 235/849) on
Abu Hanifa and his school. The narrations compiled by Ibn Hibban are display insulting and
polemical narrations against Abu Hanifa’s personality and reliability. In terms of being a so-
urce for later periods, it is important to examine and criticize these narratives in terms of the
narration techniques. The al-jarh wa-l-ta‘dil is important part of the hadith science. a/-Mej-
ruhin, one of the leading works of this science is remarkable in many respects. According to
this narration Abii Hanifa Nu‘man b. Sabit b. Ziita b. Mah'in (6l. 150/767) said, "If a man wors-
hips this mule to get closer to Allah, I see no harm in it." According to our analysis, there are
the following determinations about the narrators in the chain of this narrative. Ibn Abi Mushir
is unknown (majhil), the narrator who is written as “Mahfiiz b. Abi Savba” but his correct
name is “Tawba” is matrik. Ahmad b. al-Walid al-Mahrami al-Karkhi is weak, and Yahya b.
Hamza, source person, is qadari who narrates from people with munkar al-hadith; but is also
considered as a thika narrator. As for Sa‘id b. Abd al-Aziz, he has nothing to do with the re-
ception and transmission of the narrative. In addition, there is also a break in the chain. First
of all, what is expected from a basic work such as al-Majriihin, whose subject and purpose is
purely a narrator analysis, is that the report in it should be acceptable, at least in terms of
isnad . When the narrative in question, which is also included in earlier sources such as al-
Fesewl (d. 277/890), is evaluated in terms of both the isnad and the text, one realizes the
transformation of an expression circulating in the form of gossip against Abu Hanifa in Da-
mascus around the subject of ’irja’. ’Irja’ was at the forefront of the heated debates in the
second half of the second century into sema form in terms of isnad and text, besides, the word
J=il/clog is transformed into J&ll /mule. Apart from the weak points of the chain, Sa‘id b. Abd
al-Aziz, who has nothing to do with the reception and transmission of the narrative, has also
been turned into the narrator/source of the report with the sama expression. Regardless of

Cumbhuriyet flahiyat Dergisi - Cumhuriyet Theology Journal



Yusuf Acar. The Importance of Text Criticism and Analysis: The Adventure ... |1343

the purpose and the criteria of the narration technically, during the conversation with Sa‘ld,
Yahya b. Hamza’s sincere friend and teacher, a special speech in which a common report att-
ributed to Abu Hanifa was expressed, was transformed into Yahya’s sama‘ in the form of jazm.
As a result, the word “shoe” or “clog” has evolved into mule. It would be a reductionist and
over optimistic approach to assume that all this may have resulted from tashif and tahrif of
the copyists. The narration we discussed is a typical example in terms of showing the effect
of the conflict of ideas between Ahl al-Hadith and Ahl ar-Ra’y on the narrations. Of course, this
shoud be not regarded as the only example.

Keywords: Hadith, Abx Hanifa, Ibn Hibban, Text Criticism, Error in the Writing of Hadith.

Metin Tenkidi ve Tahkikin Onemi Baglaminda Nalindan Katira Déniisen Bir
Rivayetin Serencam

Oz: Tarihteki bir olaydan, durumdan veya sahistan haber verdigine gore her bir rivayetin ya
da metnin hem tesekkiiliine hem de bize kadar gelisine 151k tutan bir tarihi vardir ki bu tarihin
aydinlatilmasi en az muhteva tahlili kadar 6nemlidir. Bunun i¢in de bir haberin hem yer aldig1
kaynagin herhangi bir dis miidahaleye maruz kalmadan miiellif tarafindan olusturuldugu se-
kilde giintimiize kadar gelip gelmediginin tetkiki hem de rivayetin isnad-metin biitiinligi ice-
risinde giivenirlik ve delalet yoniiyle incelenmesi gerekmektedir. O halde metin tenkidi deni-
lince hem kaynak eserin tahkiki/Scholarly editing hem de rivayetin isnad ve metin yoniiyle
sthhat arastirmasinin yapilarak serh edilmesini kapsayan bir tenkid anlayisi/Literary Criti-
cism (nakdu’l-isnad ve’l-metn) akla gelmelidir. Standart bir yontemin takip edilememesi, ye-
tinilen niisha sayisinin azlig1 ve/veya niishalarin tarih itibariyle miiellife olan uzakliklari, ti-
cari kaygilar gibi sebeplerle gorece tahkik edilerek yayimlanan pek ¢ok klasik kaynak yeniden
tahkikli nesrine ihtiya¢ duyulacak kadar hatalar barindirmaktadir. Onlardan birisi de ibn
Hibban'in (61. 354/965) el-Mecrithinadli eseridir. Glivenirliklerine gore ravileri iki gruba ay1-
ran ve kendi kanaatine gére zayif gérdiiklerini e/-Mecrihin isimli eserinde toplayan Ibn
Hibban listenin basina Ebd Hanife’yi (6. 150/767) yerlestirmistir. Once Sahibu’r-rey, kéle
cocugu, cedelci, takiyyeci, hadis bilgisi kit, bid at¢ci ve propagandist bir Miircii, imamlar tara-
findan yerilen bir rdviseklinde Ebii Hanife’yi cerh etmis ve arkasindan da bu iddialarini selef
alimlerden yaptig1 isnadli otuz civarinda rivayetle gerekcelendirmeye ¢alismistir. Bu haber-
ler, bilyiik oranda ilmf temelli olan Evza‘ (61. 157/774), ibn Ebf Leyla (6l. 148/765) ve ibn
Ebi Seybe (81. 235/849) gibi alimlerin Eb{i Hanife ve ekoliiyle olan tartismalarindan ve ten-
kitlerinden tamamen farklidir. Ciinkii ibn Hibban'in derledigi bu haberler, tamamen Eb
Hanife'nin sahsina ve giivenirligine yonelik hakaret igerikli ve polemik tiirii rivayetlerdir.
Daha sonraki donemlere kaynaklik etmesi bakimindan bu haberlerin rivayet teknikleri agi-
sindan tetkik ve tenkidinin yapilmasi 6nem arz etmektedir. Hacim ve konum itibariyle hadis
ilimlerinin 6nemli bir kismini olusturan cerh-ta‘dil edebiyatinin 6nde gelen eserlerinden e/-
Mecridhin'de yer alan bir rivayetin tarihi pek ¢ok agidan dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu rivayette Ebl
Hanife Nu‘man b. Sabit b. ZGita b. Mah'in “Bir adam Allah’a yakinlasmak maksadiyla su katira
kulluk etse, bunda bir beis gormem” dedigi aktarilmaktadir. Yaptigimiz incelemeye gore bu
haberin senedindeki ibn Ebi Miishir mechiil, Mahfiiz b. Ebi Sevbe seklinde yazilan ama dog-
rusu Tevbe olan ravi metriik, Ahmed b. el-Velid el-Mahrami el-Kerhi zayif, kaynak kisi duru-
mundaki Yahya b. Hamza ise miinkeru’l-hadis nitelikli kisilerden rivayetler yapan kaderi ama
sika bir ravidir. Sald b. Abdilaziz’e gelince onun haberin tehammdil ve edasiyla higbir alakasi
yoktur. Ayrica senedde inkita da s6z konusudur. Her seyden 6nce konusu ve maksadi tama-
men ravi incelemesi olan e/-Mecriihin gibi bir temel eserden beklenen, igerisindeki haberlerin
en azindan isnad yoniiyle makbul olmalaridir. Dolayisiyla mezkir haber, senedi itibariyle de-
lil alinamayacak derecede zayiftir. Fesevi (6l. 277/890) gibi daha erken dénem kaynakla-
rinda da yer alan bahis konusu haber hem sened hem de metin agisindan degerlendirildi-
ginde, hicri ikinci asrin ikinci yarisindaki hararetli tartismalarin basinda gelen irca konusu
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etrafinda Dimesk’ta Eb{i Hanife aleyhinde dedikodu seklinde dolasimda olan bir ifadenin is-
nad agisindan sema‘a doniismesi ve metin yoniiyle de/J= ayakkabi-nalin kelimesinin
/dadkatir'a tahvili s6z konusudur. Haberin senedinin zayif olmasi bir tarafa, rivayette haberin
tehammiil ve edasiyla hi¢ alakasi olmayan Said b. Abdilaziz hem de sema sigasiyla haberin
ravisi/kaynagi haline getirilmistir . Bitiin bunlarin miistensihlerin tashifinden ve tahrifinden
kaynaklanmis olabilecegini var saymak indirgemeci ve fazla optimist bir yaklasim olur. Ele
aldigimiz rivayet, ehl-i hadis ile ehl-i re’y arasindaki fikir ¢atismasinin rivayetlere etkisini gos-
termesi bakimindan tipik bir 6rnektir. Ama tek drnek degildir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis, ibn Hibban, Eb{i Hanife, Metin Tenkidi, Tashif.
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